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7 ABSTRACT

A sysicm and method is provided to replenish a submarine’s
tactical capabilities, c.g., weapons, scnsors and
communications, while the submarine remains within a
hostile environment. One or more Underwater Combat
Vehicles (UCV’s) are pre-positioned al strategic locations or
are launched from a surface and/or airbome platform. The
UCV’s include full tactical capabilitics, which can attach to

7
g; (gl. 114f312 114/20 :“;G 4/:/3‘: and be integrated with a submarine’s capabilities. To initiate
S o KRR s "367/131 replenishment, a submarine broadcasts a si L or dis-
Field of Search 114312, 316,  Puiches one of the UCV's under its direct coatrol, to make
114 /382,258238318,319 322"20 1: contact with onc of the pre-positioned UCV’s or with a
340/850, 8s1 8§2; 267 /13'3' 134 131 central command platform. The pre-positioned UCV’s arc
paied i programmed 1o scarch for and locate the submarine. This
can cither be accomplished using signals broadcast from the
References Clted submarine, or using UCV internal navigation sysicms and a
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS last known position for the submarine. Once located, com-
52145618 A * munication between the submarine and UCV allows docking
siﬂfu A of the UCV onto the submarine.
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